
Establishing Māori Wards 
within the Manawatū 
District Council

NAU MAI TE AO



Whakapiri mai, whakatata mai!

Ngā Manu Tāiko and the 
marae, hapū and whānau that 
we represent thank you for 
allowing us to speak to, and 
more importantly to support 
what we regard as a very 
important matter, that of 
establishing Māori Wards 
within the Manawatū District 
Council. 



TAUTOKO KATOATIA! WHAKARETŌ TŌ HOE!

For the record we are all here to say we supported 
the Council when it made the previous decision to 
establish Māori Wards, and we strongly urge the 
Council to make the same decision today and 
establish Māori Wards



We are thankful that the Government removed the ability for binding 
polls to be conducted on establishing Māori wards. 

The intent of Māori wards is to increase Māori representation in local 
government, but the provision of the poll enabled the power of the 
masses to overrule a council decision, and thwart Māori aspirations. 

“The process of establishing a ward should be the same for both 
Māori and general wards. These are decisions for democratically 
elected councils, who are accountable to the public every three years.

“Polls have proven to be an almost insurmountable barrier to councils 
trying to improve the democratic representation of Māori interests. 
This process is fundamentally unfair to Māori.”

Hon Nanaia Mahuta – Beehive Press Release – 1 February 2021



The Spinoff 
(4 Feb 2021)

“The truth 
about Māori 
wards” 

“Māori remain woefully underrepresented in 
local government around the country. Having a 
representative elected directly by those on the 
Māori electoral roll ensures that a specifically 
Māori perspective is present in the council 
chamber. Given the ever-increasing legislative 
importance of recognising and incorporating such 
perspectives in all public decision-making, that 
can only lead to better council processes.”

“Māori knowledge and perspectives are hugely 
beneficial when considering land 
use, conservation practises, climate crisis 
responses, local business, tourism, and the 
protection of vulnerable communities, for 
example.”



• It used to be the only council decision that could be overturned in 
such a manner. It was only aimed at Māori wards, so in that regard it 
was unfair, more accurately racially biased, and inconsistent with the 
Treaty of Waitangi.

• Conversely, when the Manawatū District Council determined to 
have rural and urban wards, its decision was final and could not be 
overturned. Māori cannot see themselves in the current model, 
something that Māori Wards will rectify. 



• Council can safely complete 
what it set out to do previously 
and establish Māori Wards. 

• This will be an important and 
stronger addition to the Māori 
voice provided by Ngā Manu 
Taiko and align with the Local 
Government Act 2002 by 
providing an opportunity for 
Māori to contribute and 
participate in local government 
decision-making processes. 



• Māori wards are viewed as a beginning in the realisation of 
Māori aspirations, of our Māori being active contributors in a 
meaningful manner. 

• Our hapū, iwi and marae are known inter-generational 
members of this district, we were here long before councils 
were ever contemplated, and will be here for many more 
reiterations of local government to come. 

• We want to be part of the decision making for our rohe, on 
behalf of our present, and future tamariki and mokopuna. The 
mana whenua would like to have their mana reflected in 
holding decision making positions, as afforded by Māori 
wards.



Te Ao Hurihuri
The ever-changing world 

We encourage Council to continue 
to follow the changing views of 
society and other Councils that 
have already said yes. 
Yes to wards, Yes to providing a 
once in a generation change that 
will benefit all of our tamariki and 
mokopuna. 
Yes to having Māori, as Māori, at 
the table, and Yes to the world view 
and thinking that Māori could bring. 



Waitangi Tribunal Hearings
• Council members will be aware that 

most of the iwi and hapū members of 
the district are currently engaged in 
Waitangi Tribunal hearings. 

• Those members that have found time 
to attend will have heard the 
grievances, and injustices 
experienced by our people; some at 
the hands of previous, and current 
forms of local government. 

• Māori Wards could help to reverse 
the inequities, reconcile the mamae, 
(the hurt) and allow Māori to move 
forward. 



The Treaty of Waitangi is supposed to 
underpin central and local government. 

The Treaty has been simplified to three 
principles:

Protection | Partnership | Participation



Protection

The active protection of Māori knowledge, 
interests, values, and other taonga. 

Having Māori at the table can only assist in 
protection. 



Partnership

Working with iwi, hapū, whānau and 
Māori communities to plan and develop 
strategies that work for our people, and 
others. Further, partnership talks of 
being involved in the decision making. 
Māori wards is an obvious, albeit small 
step towards embodying partnership at 
a local level. We view partnership as 
sharing equally in decision-making, tino
rangatiratanga in Treaty based 
governance arrangements for kaupapa 
Māori. 
That is more than the current offer, but 
it is a start in the right direction.



Participation

Will occur naturally if we work on 
strong partnerships. It is also about 
equity; we should recognise that 
different people with different 
levels of advantage require different 
approaches and resources to get 
equitable outcomes. 
Once again Māori wards will help 
with meaningful participation, and 
assist the disenfranchised to have a 
voice, as Māori, tangata whenua 
and mana whenua.



Ngā Manu Taiko, the marae, hapū and whānau of the Manawatū 
District acknowledge the previous decision to establish Māori Wards 
and urge the Council to once again be bold. 
Māori wards are the start of a new journey, we have a road map in 
mind, one that leads towards a true partnership model as promoted 
in the Treaty. 
We support the establishment of Māori wards and ask that you allow 

us to start the journey alongside you.
Pūmau tonu te haere, e kore e hiki te haere!
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